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ORDINANCE 
 

GILFORD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 

 AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE FIRE PREVENTION CODE FOR THE TOWN OF 
GILFORD TO ENFORCE THE STATE FIRE CODE AND ADOPT ADDITIONAL 
PROVISIONS THERETO FOR THE CONSTRUCTION, REMODELING AND 
MAINTENANCE OF ALL COMMERCIAL/MULTIFAMILY BUILDINGS AND 
STRUCTURES. 

 
Section 1. AUTHORITY 
 

 1.01 This Ordinance is adopted pursuant to the authority granted under RSA 674:51; RSA       
 675:2-4; RSA 154:2 II, RSA 154:2 III and RSA 154:18. 

 
 1.02 REPEAL OF PREVIOUS FIRE CODE 
 
 This Ordinance shall supersede and replace the Ordinance known as the Fire Prevention 

Code as adopted on March 8, 1989. Portions of previously adopted ordinance are contained 
within this Code and remain in effect as originally adopted. 

 
Section.2 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 2.01  TITLE 
 
  These regulations as set forth herein shall be known as the Fire Prevention Code of the  
  Town of Gilford and are herein referred to as such or as “this code”. 

 
 2.02  PURPOSE 
 
 The purpose and intent of this code is to prescribe minimum requirements and controls to 

safeguard life, property or public welfare from the hazards of fire and explosion arising 
from the storage, handling or use of substances, materials or devices and from conditions 
hazardous to life, property or public welfare in the use or occupancy of buildings, structures, 
sheds, tents, lots or premises. 

 
 2.03 This code is intended to insure minimum levels of fire safety protection to life and property.  
  The provisions of the code should not be considered maximum limits of desirable or  
  necessary fire protection, nor is this code intended to guarantee sufficient fire safety  
  protection for any building or occupancy.  This code does not take precedence over any  
  other code or requirement, whether state, local or federal, which may be more stringent. 
 
Section.3 ADOPTED CODES AND STANDARDS 
 
 3.01 Town of Gilford hereby adopts the New Hampshire State Fire Code (SAF-C 6008) and by 
  reference the following National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) codes as adopted and 
  amended within the State Fire Code.  
 
  · NFPA 1* Uniform Fire Code  
  · NFPA 101* Life Safety Code  



2010 PROPOSED NEW FIRE PREVENTION CODE ● PAGE 2 OF 8 
 

  · NFPA 70* National Electric Code  
  · NFPA 72* National Fire Alarm Code  
  · NFPA 13*, 13D* & R* Sprinkler Codes.  
 
  * - Additional codes referenced in these publications shall be considered as adopted by the 
  Town of Gilford and enforceable.  
 
 3.02 The State Fire Code will be administered and enforced by the Gilford Fire Chief or designee 
  under the direction of the Gilford Fire Chief and authority as delegated by the NH State Fire 
  Marshal. 
 
 Note: For future use, in the event the State of New Hampshire amends, repeals or adds additional 

codes, the respective code listed above would be automatically superseded upon the effective date of 
the amendment or repeal. Any new code adopted by the State would become part of this code. 

 
Section 4 GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 
 4.01   DEFINITIONS  
 
 AHJ (authority having jurisdiction): This shall be the Gilford Fire Chief or his designee.  
 
 APPLICANT: Applicant means a person who files an application for a permit to install equipment 

regulated by the Town of Gilford. 
 
 FIRE ALARM SYSTEM: A fire alarm system is a combination of devices that provides the general 

fire alarm needs of the protected premises to include automatic detection, occupant and fire 
department notification. 

 
 LRMFA: Lakes Region Mutual Fire Aid 
 
 MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENCE:  Residential occupancies containing more than two dwelling units 

where the occupants are primarily permanent in nature including but not limited to: Apartment 
Buildings; Lodging or Rooming Houses; Condominiums; Convents; Dormitories; Fraternities and 
Sororities; Monasteries; Row Houses and Townhouses 

 
 NEW CONSTRUCTION: Shall refer to any structure being built or expansion of an existing 

structure. Also for the purpose of this ordinance whenever there is a change in the occupancy use 
group of an existing premise the structure shall be considered new construction for the purpose of 
code and ordinance requirements.  

 
 PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY: For the purposes of this Ordinance; a water supply, which has been 

granted a franchise to operate in the Town of Gilford by the State of New Hampshire Public Utilities 
Commission. 

 
 RADIO MASTER BOX: A radio master box is a wireless fire alarm box that can also be operated 

by one or more fire alarm systems used to send an alarm to the LRMFA communications center. 
 
 RADIO MASTER BOX SYSTEM: A radio master box system shall be that system designated and 

maintained by LRMFA for the direct connection of a building, structure or facility fire alarm system 
to the mutual aid communications center operated by LRMFA. 
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 RENOVATIONS: Shall refer to any modifications made to an existing structure that are structural, 
non-structural and cosmetic. For the purpose of this ordinance renovations in existing structures are 
cumulative and once the accumulated area of renovations equals or exceeds 50% of the structure 
area the entire building must be brought into compliance with adopted codes and ordinances to the 
same level as a new structure.  

 
 TOWN: Town shall refer to the Town of Gilford. 
 
 4.02 Where terms are not specifically defined in this ordinance; their meaning shall be derived 

from adopted codes. Where the terms are not defined under any adopted code their meaning shall be 
their ordinarily accepted meanings within the context they are used.  

 
 
 
 4.03 REQUIRED PLANS  
 
 4.03.1   All new or replacement life safety system designs must be reviewed and approved prior to 

the start of installation. The plan submissions must include, but not limited to, the following:  
 
 Equipment cut sheets. 
 Hydraulic calculations (where applicable) 
 Plans depicting equipment layout 
 
 4.03.2  When in the opinion of the AHJ the submitted plans do not readily verify code or local 

ordinance compliance, the Gilford Fire Department reserves the right to require the plans to be 
reviewed and certified by a NH licensed Fire Protection Engineer.  

 
Section 5 INSPECTIONS  
 
 5.01 The AHJ is authorized to inspect, at all reasonable times, any building or premises for the 

 purpose of:  
 
  · Verifying code and ordinance compliance  
  · Place of assembly inspections  
  · Complaint investigations  
  · Fire prevention inspections 
  
 5.02 All non-residential occupancies shall at the time of a change of ownership or tenancy; notify 

 the fire  department of said change and arrange for a life safety inspection.  
 
 
 
Section 6 DEPARTMENT FIRE CODE HANDBOOK  
 
 The Gilford Fire Chief or his designee shall create and maintain a document known as the “The 

Town of Gilford Fire Code Handbook”. This document shall contain and outline the fire department 
policies for permits, inspections, codes being used. Other items as needed to provide the adequate 
information for design and operational requirements for fire safety prevention will also be included.  
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Section 7 EMERGENCY LIGHTING, EXIT SIGNS, FIRE EXTINGUISHERS, AND FIRE  
  ALARM SYSTEMS 
 
 7.01 EMERGENCY LIGHTING  
 
 Whereas not specified by the adopted codes, all new nonresidential construction and renovations 

shall have emergency lighting in exits, exit discharges and in all restrooms.  
 
 7.02 EXIT SIGNS  
 
 Whereas not specified by the adopted codes, all new nonresidential construction and renovations 

shall have exit signs in exit paths.  
 
 7.03 FIRE EXTINGUISHERS  
 
 7.03.1 Whereas not specified by the adopted codes, all new nonresidential construction and 

renovations shall have fire extinguishers at all exits and access to the extinguisher not to exceed a 
travel distance of seventy-five feet (75’).  

 
 7.03.2 Fire extinguishers shall be a minimum of five (5) pound ABC or as specified by the Gilford 

Fire Department.  
 
 7.04  SMOKE DETECTORS  
 
 It was voted to make a town ordinance that at least one smoke detector powered by the house 

electrical service or battery service shall be installed in an approved manner in every dwelling unit. 
When activated the detector shall initiate an alarm which is audible in the sleeping rooms. 

 [Adopted: Town Meeting March 9, 1983 original language to be retained]  
 
 7.05 FIRE ALARM SYSTEMS  
 
 7.05.1 Whereas not specified by the adopted codes, all new nonresidential construction and 

renovations of structures shall install an approved fire alarm system.  
 
 7.05.2 All fire alarm systems required by codes and town ordinances shall provide for automatic 

emergency forces notification.  
 
 7.05.3 All existing fire alarm systems must be maintained in a manner consistent with their original 

approval and acceptance.  
 
 7.05.4 All Fire alarm systems shall be zoned to the effect of separation from early warning devices, 

i.e. heat and smoke, and alerting devices, i.e. pulls stations and horn strobes. There shall be a 
separation of zoning between floors.  

 
 7.05.5 All fire alarm systems required by this code and referenced codes after the date of adoption 

of this shall transmit a notification of alarm signal to the LRMFA communications center.  
 
 7.05.5.1 Fire Alarm systems in operation prior to the adoption date of this code may continue to use 

the existing means of alarm transmission. In the event the alarm system is modified or the means of 
transmission must be replaced; a radio alarm box must be installed.  
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 7.05.5.2 The signal shall be transmitted by means of the City of Laconia municipal fire alarm system 
or a radio alarm box that complies with the specifications of the LRMFA.  

 
 7.05.5.3 The property owner or party responsible for the fire alarm system and the alarm installer 

shall comply with all regulations and requirements of the LRMFA pertaining to radio alarm boxes. 
 
 7.05.5.4 All fees for connection and monitoring shall be the responsibility of the property owner or 

occupant. 
 
 7.06 FINES FOR FALSE ALARM NOTIFICATIONS  
 
 7.06.1 The Fire Chief / Police Chief shall assess fines when personnel and equipment are 

dispatched to a structure for alarm system notifications being received due to system malfunctions 
or repeated inadvertent triggering of initiation devices. The fines to be assessed for false alarms 
within any 12-month period are as follows:  

 
  Third Alarm $100.00  
  Fourth Alarm $150.00  
  Fifth Alarm $200.00  
  Sixth alarm $250.00  
  Subsequent Alarms $500.00  
 
 7.06.2 If in the opinion of the Fire Chief / Police Chief the automatic initiation and subsequent 

dispatch of personnel and equipment is due to blatant disregard for the protection of alarm system 
integrity and the lack of prudent precautions to prevent inadvertent device initiation. Then the fine 
shall be a minimum of $500.00 for each and every event.  

 
 7.06.3 The alarm system owner or occupant of a building serviced by an alarm will be notified of a 

false alarm either in person by responding emergency personnel, written notice, or regular mail. If 
the fine has not been received within thirty days of notice and there is no appeal pending on the 
validity of the alarm, the Fire Chief / Police Chief may initiate a reduced response policy; the 
enforcement of penalties or a disconnect process that may require the building to be vacated. 

   
 7.06.4 The Fire Chief / Police Chief have the right to waive any or all false alarm assessments if 

determined to be in the best interest of the Town of Gilford.  
 
Section 8  FIRE SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS 
 
 This section of the ordinance is only applicable to those structures where suppression systems are 

not required by any adopted code.  
 
 8.01   MULTI UNIT RESIDENTIAL SPRINKLER SYSTEMS  
 
 8.01.1 After the date of adoption of this Ordinance, no new building used or designed for 

permanent or temporary human residence, of more than four units or greater than two stories in 
height of attached wood frame units, shall be permitted to be constructed unless furnished with a 
sprinkler system installed in accordance with standards set forth in the current adopted Fire 
Prevention and Building Code and NFPA Standard 13, or 13R Residential Sprinkler System.  
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 8.01.2 For the purpose of this Section, “new” shall refer to either the erection of new structures or 
the re-erection of existing structures that have been destroyed or damaged to such an extent as to be 
unsuitable or unsafe for human residence, or elevating, relocating, or remodeling of fifty percent (50 
%) or more of an existing building.  

 
 
 8.02 NON-RESIDENTIAL SPRINKLER/SUPPRESSION SYSTEMS  
 
 8.02.1 After the date of adoption of this Ordinance, in locations where a public water supply 

presently exists, all new construction, nonresidential structures of three (3) or more stories and/or 
totaling twelve thousand square feet (12,000 s.f.) or more shall be fully sprinklered.  

 
 8.02.1.1    After the date of adoption of this Ordinance, in locations where a public water supply 

does not exist, all new construction of nonresidential structures shall have an automatic fire sprinkler 
system as required by the adopted codes. 

 
 8.02.2 For the purpose of this Section, “new construction” shall refer to erection of new structures, 

re-erection of existing structures destroyed or damaged to such an extent as to be unsuitable or 
unsafe for occupancy, or where cumulative remodeling is equal to or greater than fifty percent (50 
%) of the existing building.  

 
 8.02.3 In those cases where additions to existing structures bring the total gross square footage of 

the entire structure to or above the 12,000 s.f. threshold, both the new construction and the pre-
existing area shall be sprinklered.  

 
 8.03 AUTOMOTIVE FUELING FACILITIES 
 
 All motor vehicle fuel dispensing facilities shall be protected by a fully automatic suppression 

system, complying with NFPA 17, located at the dispensing location.  
 
 8.04 SPRINKLER/SUPPRESSION SYSTEM MAINTENANCE  
 
 8.04.1  All systems required by the preceding sections or by any of the adopted codes must be 

serviced and maintained per NFPA 25 or the appropriate governing NFPA standard. Documentation 
of the maintenance must be submitted to the Gilford Fire Department on an annual basis.  

 
Section 9 FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS 
 
 9.01 LOCK BOXES  
 
 9.01.1 All buildings and structures of assembly, mercantile, business, educational, storage, health 

care, industrial and multi-family residential (whether existing on the date of adoption of this 
ordinance or which may exist in the future) having a monitored fire alarm system shall have a key 
depository lock box installed and paid for by the property owner. Type/Style of lock box and 
location to be approved by the Fire Chief or designee.  

 
 9.01.2 The installation, required keys and list of emergency contacts shall be in place prior to 

occupancy. The owner shall notify the Fire Department whenever locks, keys and or emergency 
contacts are to be changed.  
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 9.03    GATED ACCESS TO GATED COMMUNITIES AND PRIVATE PROPERTY  
 
 9.03.1 The Fire Department shall have the authority to require fire department access to Gated 

Communities and Individual Properties through the use of an approved device or system.  
 
 9.03.2 The owner or occupant of a structure or area with the required fire department access shall 

notify the fire department whenever the required access is modified in such a manner as to prevent 
fire department access.  

 
Section 10 REQUIRED PERMITS & FEES 
 
 10.01 PERMITS & FEES  
  
 Fees are charged for some permits and associated inspections in accordance with the fee schedule as 

adopted by the Board of Selectmen with an effective date of January 1, 2009. The Board of 
Selectmen has the authority to revise the fee schedule after a duly noticed public hearing has been 
held. The fee schedule is contained in Appendix A. 

 
 10.02 REQUIRED PERMITS 
 
 Permits shall be required by the Town of Gilford to ensure the minimum requirements and controls 

to safeguard life, property or public welfare from the hazards of fire and explosion arising from the 
installation of heating equipment and appliances; storage, handling or use of flammable and 
combustible substances; use and storage of explosive materials or devices. These permits are in 
addition to any required by Federal, State law or other local ordinances and regulations. A list of 
permits required by the Town of Gilford is located in Appendix A. 

 
Section 11 OUTDOOR COOKING and RECREATIONAL DEVICES 
 
 11.01 The use of any, charcoal, gas, wood or other open flame cooking grill, barbecue grill, 

hibachi, chimenea, electric grill, or other similar device shall be prohibited within the Town of 
Gilford as follows: 

 
 a) on or within ten (10) feet of an exterior wall, means of egress  and any combustible balcony, 

deck, porch, patio or similar projection of any multiple-family residential structure. 
 
 
Section 12 PENALTIES 
 
 Where violation penalties are not called out in a specific section of this ordinance; the fines, 

penalties, and remedies for violations of this chapter shall be the same as for violations of title 
LXIV, as stated in RSA 676:15 and 676:17.  

 
Section 13 SEVERABILITY  
 
 If any section, provision, or part of this Ordinance should be held invalid for any reason whatsoever, 

such decision shall not affect the remaining portions, which shall remain in full force and effect; 
and, to this end, the provisions of this Ordinance are severable.  
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Section 14 APPEALS OF DECISION 
 
 Any person that is aggrieved by the enforcement of this Code has the right to appeal the decision 

and notice of violation. The appeal process shall be as follows: 
 
 14.01 APPEAL OF ADOPTED NFPA CODE 
 
 Appeal of a decision resulting from enforcement of an adopted NFPA code shall be made to the NH 

State Fire Marshal. The process shall follow that which is established in the NH State Fire Code 
(Saf-C 6008). 

 
 14.02 APPEAL OF NON NFPA CODE PORTIONS 
 
 Appeal of the portions of this Code that are not related to the adopted NFPA Codes shall be made to 

the Gilford Zoning Board of Adjustment. The process for this appeal is established by the 
Department of Planning and Land Use. 

 
Section 15 EFFECTIVE DATE  
 
 This ordinance shall become effective upon passage as voted on March 9, 2010.  
 
 
 


