
GILFORD BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
June 28, 2006 
Town Hall 

 
The Board of Selectmen convened in a regular session on Wednesday, June 28, 2006 
at 3:00 p.m. at the Gilford Town Hall, 47 Cherry Valley Road, Gilford, NH.  Selectmen 
present were Chairman Dennis Doten, Alice H. Boucher and Connie Grant.  Also 
present was Town Administrator Evans E. Juris, Assistant Town 
Administrator/Finance Director Debra Shackett and Administrative Secretary Sandra 
J. Bailey.   
 
1.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Selectmen recited the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
2.0 REVIEW/APPROVAL OF MINUTES – The Board of Selectmen approved the 

regular and non-public minutes of the June 14, 2006 Selectmen’s meeting. 
 
3.0 PUBLIC HEARING – Chairman Doten opened the public hearing at  

3:00 p.m.  Recreation Director Herb Greene explained that a donation of 
$10,000 has been received from former Recreation Director Sue King, to be 
used for maintenance of Parks and Recreation facilities, etc.  There were no 
comments or questions from the Board of Selectmen or the public.  Chairman 
Doten closed the public hearing at 3:02 p.m. 
 
Alice Boucher moved to authorize the acceptance of a donation in the amount of 
$10,000.00 to be utilized by the Gilford Parks and Recreation Department, and 
to sincerely thank Sue King for her generosity.  Connie Grant seconded.  
Motion carried.   

 
4.0 PUBLIC INPUT 
 Chairman Doten opened this portion of the meeting by reading aloud the “Rules 

Governing Citizens Appearances Before the Board of Selectmen”.  Resident Joe 
Hoffman then read aloud two pages of a prepared handout regarding Fay’s Boat 
Yard. (see attached) 

 
5.0 APPOINTMENTS  
 
 5.1 Robert Dion  

Mr. Dion was in attendance to express an interest in becoming a member 
of the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  He stated that he is retired and 
interested in contributing to the community. 
 
Following brief discussion, Alice Boucher moved to appoint Robert Dion 
to the position of Alternate Member of the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  
Connie Grant seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
5.2 Jim Babcock/Virginia Babcock 

Mr. and Mrs. Babcock were in attendance to formally request that the 
Board of Selectmen rename the Village Field after their deceased son, 
Nathan John Babcock.  They provided a brief background on how they 
arrived at this idea, as well as a brief history of Nathan’s 



accomplishments.  The Babcocks also spoke positively of living in the 
Town of Gilford.  They offered to pay for the signage if the Board were to 
approve their request. 
 
Chairman Doten thanked the Babcocks for their presentation and stated 
that because this is an important decision, the Board would like to 
confer with the Recreation Department and DPW Director Sheldon 
Morgan prior to making that decision. 

 
5.3 Harry Blinn 

Mr. Blinn was in attendance to discuss his recent abatement request for 
his property on Belknap Point Road.  He stated that this is the first time 
he has ever requested an abatement, due to the fact that his valuation 
increased by 87%.  He further stated that none of the surrounding 
properties had an increase as large as his.  Chairman Doten advised Mr. 
Blinn that a large percentage increase is not grounds in itself for an 
abatement. 
 
Mr. Blinn continued with his presentation and stated that due to an 
easement and steepness of the land, he has very little use of a portion of 
the property.    
 
Town Appraiser Wil Corcoran then explained how the 2004 updates 
focused on lots which are split by a road.  He also stated that the view is 
a major component in this assessment and the previous assessment was 
quite understated.   
 
Brief discussion ensued on the matter of procedure and timetables 
involved in filing an abatement, including the additional two-month time 
period to file an appeal with BTLA or Superior Court.  Mr. Blinn was 
advised that commercial property, such as his, is rated higher than 
residential property and the real estate market affects assessments.  
Alice Boucher advised Mr. Blinn that an abatement has been proposed to 
decrease his assessment from $395,000 to $379,000. 

 
 5.4 Richard Campbell/Doug Hill – 4:30 p.m. 

Attorney Hill stated that he was in attendance for the signing of the 
Campbell Conservation Easement.  He further stated that this easement 
was signed by the Conservation Commission Chairman, John Goodhue.  
After a brief review of the easement, it was signed by the Campbells and 
the Board of Selectmen, who offered their deepest thanks to the 
Campbells for their generosity.  Attorney Hill also recognized Mr. 
Campbell for his skills as a “Conservation Paralegal”.   
 
Everett McLaughlin asked that the Campbells be recognized for their 
generous donation and pointed out that it cost them a great deal of 
money to make this donation. 

 
6.0 NEW BUSINESS 
 



6.1 Carpet Replacement - Library 
Sheldon Morgan was in attendance to recommend the awarding of a bid 
for carpet replacement at the Public Library in the amount of $6,104.54.  
He stated that this amount is considerably less than the $10,000 that 
was budgeted.  He further stated that this could be due, in part, to the 
fact that they (DPW) are willing to move the bookcases themselves, 
keeping the cost down. 
 
Alice Boucher moved to authorize the award of a bid for carpeting at the 
Gilford Public Library to Color Shed, LLC of Meredith, NH for the amount 
of $6,104.54.  Connie Grant seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board also took this opportunity to thank Director Morgan for his 
efforts and to recognize the Lakes Region Planning Commission award 
that he received this week. 

 
 6.2 Tyler (Universe Software) 

Assistant Town Administrator Shackett explained the proposed one year 
contract with Tyler (Universe Software) for our assessing software.  
Included in the $8,600 contract are the annual maintenance costs and 
the hosting of a website so that the Appraisal records will be accessible 
on-line. 
 
Alice Boucher moved to authorize a one (1) year contract with Tyler for 
assessing software in the amount of $8,600.00.  Connie Grant seconded.  
Motion carried.  
  

7.0 OLD BUSINESS 
 
 7.1 Gilford Village Knolls II  

Assistant Town Administrator Shackett requested that the Board 
authorize the Town Administrator to sign an agreement in lieu of taxes 
with Gilford Village Knolls II.  She provided a brief explanation of the 
contract and advised the Board that it is for a period of five (5) years. 
 
Alice Boucher moved to authorize the Town Administrator to sign the 
Agreement in Lieu of Taxes with Gilford Village Knolls II.  Connie Grant 
seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
 7.2 Facility Planning Committee 

Town Administrator Juris advised that Board that five (5) applications 
have been received for membership to the Facility Planning Committee.  
He further advised the Board that the Committee needs a charge from 
the Board of Selectmen so that they will know what to do.   
 
Chairman Doten suggested that the Committee needs a significant 
number of new people for fresh ideas, who will build upon the efforts of 
the FPC.  He further suggested a work session for the Board to 
determine a charge for the Committee.  Brief discussion ensued on the 
fact that the original Committee is down four (4) members and if all five 



(5) applicants are appointed, it would only be a net increase of one 
member.  A work session for Selectmen only was scheduled for July 10th 
at 10:00 a.m., or immediately following a non-public session which 
commences at 8:00 a.m. 
 

8.0 SIGNATURES 
 

DATE 
SIGNED 

DOCUMENT MAP/LOT # 

   

05/25/06 A/P Manifest  

05/30/06 Payroll Check Register  

05/31/06 A/P Manifest  

06/05/06 A/P Manifest  

06/05/06 Payroll Check Register  

06/07/06 Verizon Pole & Petition License - Young Road  

 and Sugarbush Lane  

06/08/06 A/P Manifest  

06/12/06 Payroll Check Register  

06/13/06 A/P Manifest  

06/14/06 Abatement - Blomstedt 242-305.000 

06/14/06 Abatement - Bizeur 241-056.000 

06/14/06 Abatement - Dickinson 245-029.000 

06/14/06 Abatement - Golden 213-013.206 

06/14/06 Cartographics Contract  

06/15/06 Letter of appreciation - Connelly  

06/15/06 Denial of Disabled Veteran Credit - Spooner  

06/20/06 Change of Status - Verdile  

06/20/06 Payroll Check Register  

06/20/06 A/P Manifest  

06/21/06 Certificate of Appreciation - Whitcher  

06/21/06 Veteran's Tax Credit - Sanborn 213-073.000 

06/21/06 Veteran's Tax Credit - Gokey 227-231.000 

06/21/06 Change of Status - LeRoux  

06/21/06 Abatement - Lemieux 252-181.000 

06/22/06 NH DRA Application for Reimbursement  

06/22/06 Tax Collector's Warrant - Ricker 212-016.000 



06/22/06 A/P Manifest  

06/26/06 Payroll Check Register  

06/27/06 Intent to Excavate - Gerald Realty 201-024.000 

06/28/06 Dame Easement Denial 215-029.000 

06/28/06 Surviving Spouse Veteran's Credit - Antal 213-068.015 

06/28/06 Abatement - Blinn 242-233.000 

  
9.0 SELECTMEN’S ISSUES 

Connie Grant suggested that the Board consider changing the order of the 
agenda, where the public input portion would be after those with scheduled 
appointments.  Brief discussion ensued and it was the consensus of the Board 
that if this becomes a problem on a regular basis to look into a change. 
 

10.0 ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
 10.1 2007 Preparation 

Town Administrator Juris requested that the Board consider the 
guidelines for the Town Administrator and Assistant Town Administrator 
in setting up a timetable for 2007 budget preparation.  After brief 
discussion, the Board determined that they would discuss this at their 
July 10th Work Session. 

 
  Other Matters 

Town Administrator Juris advised the Board that the Town website is 
now linked to the property maps on-line.  He also advised the Board that 
the network has undergone a service change this week, the Personnel 
Policy Committee is moving forward and Assistant Town Administrator 
has located a Code of Ethics for consideration to use with Town Boards 
and Committees. 
 
Erika Johnson 
The Board discussed the appointment of Erika Johnson as Overseer of 
Public Welfare, due to the resignation of William Connelly.  Chairman 
Doten and Selectmen Grant both expressed their opinion that Mrs. 
Johnson would do very well in this position and they appreciate Mr. 
Connelly recruiting her.  Assistant Town Administrator Shackett advised 
the Board that she has met with Erika and reviewed various aspects of 
the position as it relates to municipal welfare guidelines.   
 
Connie Grant moved to appoint Erika Johnson as Overseer of Public 
Welfare.  Alice Boucher seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Harry Blinn – con’t. 
Alice Boucher moved to approve an abatement for Harry Blinn, based on 
the recommendation made by Wil Corcoran.  Connie Grant seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 

 10.2 Non-Public Session – RSA 91-A II (c) (e) 



The Board of Selectmen on a roll call vote entered Non-Public Session at 
4:47 p.m.  Present were Selectmen Dennis Doten, Alice Boucher and 
Connie Grant, Town Administrator Evans Juris, Assistant Town 
Administrator Debra Shackett, Administrative Secretary Sandra Bailey 
and Director of Public Works Sheldon Morgan. 
 
While in Non-Public Session, the Board of Selectmen discussed a 
pending contract.  Sheldon Morgan then left Non-Public Session and the 
Board discussed pending litigation. Action was taken in Non-Public 
Session.  While in Non-Public Session, Alice Boucher moved to seal the 
minutes of non-public session for six (6) months.  Connie Grant 
seconded.  Motion carried.  The Board exited Non-Public Session at 
5:40 p.m. 

 
  

 
11.0 NEXT MEETING – July 12, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
12.0 ADJOURNMENT – With no further business before Board, the Board of 

Selectmen’s June 28, 2006 meeting was adjourned at 5:41 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       Sandra J. Bailey 
       Administrative Secretary 
 


