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GILFORD BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

July 9, 2007 

Town Hall 

 

The Board of Selectmen convened in a special work session on Monday, July 9, 2007, at 

7:03 p.m., at the Gilford Town Hall, 47 Cherry Valley Road, Gilford, NH.  Selectmen 

present were Chairman Alice H. Boucher, Connie Grant and Gus Benavides.  Also 

present were Town Administrator Evans Juris, Assistant Town Administrator Debra 

Shackett and Administrative Secretary Sandra Bailey.   

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance – The Selectmen recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Code of Conduct and Code of Ethics – The Board of Selectmen continued with 

their review of the proposed Code of Conduct for the Board of Selectmen.  The 

review began on Page 8.  There were no recommended changes under the first 

paragraph on Page 8.   

 

The next section covered was Selectmen Conduct with Other Public Agencies.  Both 

Selectmen Grant and Benavides expressed concern with placing guidelines on 

Selectmen viewpoints.  Discussion ensued on this matter and Assistant Town 

Administrator Shackett cited as an example a Selectmen whose occupation is an 

attorney having to “wear different hats”.  More discussion ensued with emphasis 

being placed on the need to clarify Selectmen viewpoints, as to whether or not they 

are personal opinions or the position of the Board.  Town Administrator Juris and 

Assistant Town Administrator Shackett will re-word a portion of this section. 

 

Under Selectmen Conduct with Boards and Commissions, similar concerns were 

expressed as with Selectmen Conduct with Other Public Agencies.  Selectman 

Benavides expressed concern with tying the hands of future Selectmen by placing too 

many restrictions on them.  Assistant Town Administrator Shackett pointed out that a 

Selectman is different than an individual citizen and their opinions and actions will be 

viewed differently than an individual citizen. 

 

As far as the section on keeping political support away from public forums, it was 

suggested that this be placed in the Code of Ethics, rather than the Code of Conduct, 

since it also affects Board and Commission members.   

 

There were no proposed changes to Selectmen Conduct with The Media. 

 

The next section covered dealt with Sanctions.  Following lengthy discussion, it was 

decided to remove the first two paragraphs and have the information included in other 

sections of the Code.  Selectmen Behavior and Conduct will remain under Sanctions. 

 

The Board decided that Principles of Proper Conduct should be removed, as well as 

Checklist for Monitoring Conduct and Glossary of Terms.  When they completed the 

Code of Conduct, they briefly reviewed changes that were made to the Code of 
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Ethics.  Both documents will be revised and Board members will be given an updated 

version.  Town Administrator Juris suggested a target date of August for the Board to 

vote on the acceptance of the two codes. 

 

3. Non-Public Session – RSA 91-A:3 II (a)(c)(d) 

The Board of Selectmen on a roll call vote entered Non-Public Session at 7:53 p.m.  

Present were Selectmen Alice Boucher, Connie Grant and Gus Benavides, Town 

Administrator Evans Juris, Assistant Town Administrator Debra Shackett and 

Administrative Secretary Sandra Bailey.   

 

While in Non-Public Session, the Board discussed pending litigation and personnel 

matters.  While in Non-Public Session, no action was taken. 

 

The Board exited Non-Public Session at 8:30 p.m. 

 

4. Abatement Request  
Selectman Grant moved to authorize Town Counsel to write a letter approving the 

request for abatement from Stephen Rabinovitz for a 2005 abatement, in accordance 

with the recent court decision.  Selectman Benavides seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

5. Non-Public Session – RSA 91-A:3 II (a) 
The Board of Selectmen on a roll call vote re-entered Non-Public Session at 8:31 p.m.  

Present were Selectmen Alice Boucher, Connie Grant and Gus Benavides. 

 

While in Non-Public Session, the Board discussed personnel matters.  While in Non-

Public Session, no action was taken. 

 

The Board exited Non-Public Session at 9:55 p.m. 

 

6. Other Business – none. 

 

7. Next Meeting – July 11, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

8. Adjournment – With no further business before the Board, the Board of   

Selectmen’s June 27, 2007 meeting was adjourned at 9:55 p.m. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      Sandra J. Bailey 

      Administrative Secretary 

 

 

 

 


