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GILFORD BOARD OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

October 10, 2007 

Town Hall 

 

The Board of Selectmen convened in a regular session on Wednesday, October 10, 2007, at 3:00 
p.m., at the Gilford Town Hall, 47 Cherry Valley Road, Gilford, NH.  Selectmen present were 
Chairman Alice H. Boucher and Gus Benavides.  Also present were Town Administrator Evans 
Juris, Assistant Town Administrator Debra Shackett and Administrative Secretary Sandra Bailey.  
Absent was Selectman Connie Grant.   
 
1. Pledge of Allegiance – The Selectmen recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. Review/Approval of Minutes – The Board of Selectmen approved the regular and non-
public minutes of the Selectmen’s meeting of September 26, 2007 and the regular minutes of 
the Selectmen’s special session of September 19, 2007. 
 

3. Appointments 
3.1. Bill Knightly – Mr. Knightly was in attendance to express his interest in becoming a 

member of the Gilford Energy Committee.  He explained his desire to have achievable 
short-term goals and emphasized the need to use existing energy sources.  Mr. Knightly 
also provided background on his professional career.  The Board thanked Mr. Knightly 
for his interest. 
 

3.2. Jack Stephenson – Mr. Stephenson was also in attendance regarding the proposed 
Gilford Energy Committee.  He feels that it is very important for Town buildings to be 
energy efficient, but there is a wide range of issues to look at regarding energy.  Mr. 
Stephenson is retired and has the time necessary to be a member of the committee.  The 
Board thanked Mr. Stephenson for his interest. 
 

3.3. Dr. Kamran Street Light Request – Dr. Kamran was in attendance to request the 
Board to reconsider their decision of September 26, 2007 where they denied his request 
for a street light to be installed on Bedford Avenue in front of his house.  Dr. Kamran 
pointed out that there are many other street lights on Bedford Avenue, but none at his 
end of the road.  He also pointed out that his mailbox has been vandalized twice since he 
has resided there.   
 
Dr. Kamran pointed out that Sheldon Morgan has offered to have the street light at the 
intersection of Country Club Road and Gilford Avenue moved to Bedford Avenue.  
Chairman Boucher and Selectman Benavides explained the position of the Board 
needing to balance the rural character of the community with safety issues.  When it was 
suggested that Dr. Kamran install a private light, he stated that as a taxpayer he does not 
feel that he should have to do that.   
 
Further discussion ensued with the Selectmen pointing out that vandalism can occur 
anywhere in Gilford and that Dr. Kamran was aware of the street light situation when he 
purchased his home. 
 
Dr. Kamran thanked the Board for reconsidering his request. 
 

3.4. Tony Ferruolo – Mr. Ferruolo was in attendance for consideration for the open position 
on the Lakes Business Park Board of Directors.  He provided information on his 
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extensive business background and feels that he can make a contribution to the Board.  
Selectman Benavides and Chairman Boucher complimented Mr. Ferruolo on his 
qualifications and thanked him for his interest.  The matter was taken under advisement. 
 

3.5. Georgie Johnson – Representing 42 Alpine Drive – Georgie Johnson requested that 
this matter be tabled until a full Board is present. 
 
Selectman Benavides moved to table this matter to October 24, 2007.  Chairman 
Boucher seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

4. New Business 
4.1. Class VI Emergency Road Maintenance – DPW Director Sheldon Morgan reviewed 

his recent memo concerning repairs that need to be made to the Class VI portions of 
Glidden Road and Liberty Hill Road.  State statute does not allow the expenditure of 
Town funds for a Class VI road, unless it is deemed an emergency lane by the Town.  In 
order to be an emergency lane, the road needs to be passable only. 
 
Further discussion ensued on the fact that Class VI roads cannot be closed.  Town 
Administrator Juris suggested that Director Morgan consult with the Police Department 
regarding the Class VI portion of Liberty Hill Road, since the area is used for parties and 
the disposal of stolen cars. 
  
A public hearing will need to be held to declare the two roads as emergency lanes.  This 
will be scheduled for October 24, 2007, if possible. 
 

4.2. Municipal Agent Program – Town Clerk/Tax Collector Denise Morrissette explained 
her desire to become an on-line agent for the State of NH DMV.  This will enable her 
office to provide additional services to the citizens of Gilford, as well as generate 
additional revenue.  TC/TC Morrissette indicated that she would like to go on-line after 
the City of Laconia does, to avoid an influx of Laconia residents in her office. 
 
Selectman Benavides moved to authorize TC/TC Morrissette to proceed with becoming 
part of the Municipal Agent Automation Project (MAAP).  Chairman Boucher seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 

4.3. Surplus Vehicle Bids – DPW Operations Manager Dustin Muzzey is seeking 
authorization to award the bids for two (2) surplus police cruisers to Fleetmaster, in the 
amount of $4,806.00. 
 
Selectman Benavides moved to award the bid for the two (2) surplus police cruisers to 
Fleetmaster, for a total of $4,806.00.  Chairman Boucher seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

4.4. Resignation Tony Watson – DPW Director Morgan stated that Frederick “Tony” 
Watson has submitted his resignation from the Gilford Highway Department. 
 
Selectman Benavides moved to accept his resignation.  Chairman Boucher seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 

4.5. Tannery Hill Covered Bridge – Sheldon Morgan reviewed the situation regarding 
preventative maintenance on the Tannery Hill Covered Bridge.  Tim Andrews of Barns 
& Bridges of New England has approached him, on behalf of his nephew, to supervise 
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the application of a fire retardant (No Char) to the bridge.  Mr. Andrew’s nephew is 
interested in this maintenance work for his Eagle Scout project.  The cost of this project 
should not exceed $1,200.00 
 
Selectman Benavides asked about liability insurance and Director Morgan replied that 
this is covered through the Boy Scouts.  He also asked if Mr. Andrew’s company 
assumes responsibility for the project and Director Morgan replied yes.   
 
Selectman Benavides moved to allow Tim Andrews to supervise his nephew for the 
restoration of the Tannery Hill Bridge for his Eagle Scout project.  Chairman Boucher 
seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

4.6. Letter of Credit Release – Director of Planning and Land Use John Ayer advised the 
Board that Mike McGinley is seeking partial release of the funds from his letter of credit 
on the Saw Mill Road subdivision.  Mr. Ayer is recommending the release of $12,496, 
which would leave the letter of credit with a balance of $30,780.  DPW has inspected the 
work completed and found it to be acceptable. 
 
Selectman Benavides moved to release $12,496 of funds from Mike McGinley’s letter of 
credit for the Saw Mill Road subdivision.  Chairman Boucher seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

4.7. Donation Acceptance – Town Administrator Juris is seeking authorization from the 
Board to accept a $250.00 donation from Gilford Wal-Mart, for the purchase of a 
television monitor. 
 
Selectman Benavides moved to authorize the acceptance of a $250.00 donation from 
Wal-Mart for the purchase of a TV monitor.  Chairman Boucher seconded.  Motion 
carried. 
 

5. Old Business 
5.1. Moose Plate Grant – TC/TC Morrissette asked the Board to accept an additional 

$280.00 from the 2007 Moose Plate Grant Award.   
 
Selectman Benavides moved to accept the additional $280.00 from the 2007 Moose 
Plate Grant Award.  Chairman Boucher seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

5.2. Health Officer – Town Administrator Juris reminded the Board that in November 2006, 
David Andrade asked them to appoint a new Health Officer. Town Administrator Juris 
asked the Board for guidance on how they would like to handle this situation, such as by 
advertising for the position, etc.   
 
Town Administrator Juris provided further background information on the position.  
After more discussion, it was determined that more information would be sought 
regarding the hours necessary to perform the job and specifics needed for budgeting 
purposes.  The Board will discuss this matter further on October 24th.   
 

5.3. Liberty Hill Meeting – Selectman Benavides provided a review of the DES 
presentation last night regarding the Liberty Hill situation.  He highlighted some of the 
important points made by DES, including the fact that nice (9) cases of cancer is within 
the normal range and four (4) options that are available to remedy the situation.  Two of 
these options call for removal of the contaminated soil and two call for containment.   
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Residents clearly stated that they want 100% removal of the contaminated soil.  
Selectman Benavides and Conservation Commission Chairman John Goodhue stressed 
the need for 100% removal.  DES responded by stating that removing all of the 
contaminated soil would impact the residents of Gilford by having an additional year of 
truck traffic and 3,500 additional truckloads.  They did indicate at the end of the meeting 
that they heard the people of Gilford loud and clear.  A decision will be forthcoming in 
thirty (30) days.  Another letter will be sent to DES re-emphasizing the need for 
complete soil removal. 
 

5.4. 2008 Budget Figure Modification – Assistant Town Administrator Shackett advised 
the Board that the figure that the Board recommends to the Budget Committee needs to 
be amended to reflect the $1,000.00 reduction in seasonal wages in the Recreation 
Department budget.   
 
The new total for the General budget is $10,505,877.00 and the total for the Sewer 
budget is $816,793.00, for a total of $11,322,670.00.   
 
Selectman Benavides moved to recommend a total of $11,322,670.00 to the Budget 
Committee.  Chairman Boucher seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

6. Public Input – Dennis Corrigan of Liberty Hill Road commended Town Administrator Juris 
for asking NH DES for federal involvement in the Liberty Hill Road situation.  He further 
urged the Board of Selectmen to pursue federal involvement. 
 
Dennis Doten also complimented Town Administrator Juris and the Board of Selectmen for 
their persistence in dealing with the Liberty Hill situation.  He stated that he does not feel that 
the cancer statistics for this area are accurate and the townspeople of Gilford would be willing 
to endure the inconvenience of having all of the soil removed. 
 
Mr. Doten also urged the Board of Selectmen to appoint Tony Ferruolo to the open position 
on the Lakes Business Park Board of Directors.   
 
Alec O’Meara of the Gilford Steamer, who is leaving the paper to take another position in 
Manchester, thanked the Board of Selectmen and the Administration for their support and 
assistance over the past five years.  
 
Cutter Mitchell of the Laconia Citizen asked if the Board was going to contact the federal 
government regarding Liberty Hill.  Selectman Benavides stated that they would be sending 
another letter to DES and would need to make a decision regarding federal involvement. 
 
Dennis Doten suggested that the Board recruit Dennis Corrigan, a former federal attorney, to 
assist them in contacting the federal government. 
 

7. Signatures  
  
DATE SIGNED DOCUMENT MAP/LOT # 

   

09/24/07 Abatement - Nutter 222-001.000 

09/24/07 Abatement - Milburn 249-012.000 
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09/24/07 Payroll Register  

09/24/07 Accounts Payable Manifest  

09/25/07 Accounts Payable Manifest  

09/27/07 Accounts Payable Manifest (2)  

09/28/07 Abatement - Friends of Gilford Library (2) 226-078.000 

10/01/07 Payroll Register  

10/03/07 Cartographics Maintenance Contract  

10/03/07 Accounts Payable Manifest  

10/04/07 Abatement - Lilley 224-046.034 

10/04/07 Abatement Denial - Dion 253-025.000 

10/04/07 Payroll Register  

 
8.   Selectmen Issues – none. 
  

9.  Administrator’s Report 

9.1 Video Recording Update – Town Administrator Juris informed the Board that he will be 
 contacting two more organizations for donations for the video recording equipment.  He 
 has also contacted the School District regarding having a student run the cameras during 
 meetings.  Selectman Benavides thanked Town Administrator Juris for his efforts. 
 
9.2 Library Building – Town Administrator Juris advised the Board that the SAU has 

expressed an interest using the existing library for its office.  He has placed a phone call 
to the attorney who is representing the heirs of the property, regarding their approval. 

 
9.3 Gilford Village Fire Pond – Town Administrator Juris briefly reviewed a memo from 

Fire Chief James Hayes regarding the fire pond on Alvah Wilson Road.  Chief Hayes has 
asked the Board to reconsider including funds in the 2008 budget.  More information will 
be forthcoming when an estimate is received from a contractor. 
 
Other Matters – Town Administrator Juris reported that the tax rate was received from 
NH DRA this afternoon.  The rate is set at $15.83. 
 
Town Administrator Juris then brought up the matter of FPC funding.  He will also need 
a decision from the Board on how they would like the police addition funded, as well as a 
decision on the use of geothermal heating in the rest of the Town Hall. 
 
Assistant Town Administrator Shackett brought up the matter of a warrant article for the 
police addition.  She also pointed out that the Board will need to decide whether they will 
stand back or support the project, and if they support the $1.5 million cap that was voted 
by the FPC.   It is important for the Board to be consciously involved in these decisions 
since they will have to make a recommendation to the Budget Committee.   

 
 More discussion ensued on the cost of geothermal heating for the entire Town Hall.  

Town Administrator Juris also presented some funding options, such as a bond, using the 
undesignated fund balance, or a combination of the two.  When the matter of a 
contractual issue was brought up by FPC member Dennis Doten, Town Administrator 
Juris advised him that Town Counsel is not holding up the process.  Rather, it is the 
architect who has not made the changes required by Town Counsel and the addition of 
new language that Town Counsel did not authorize. 
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9.4 Non-Public Session – RSA 91:A-3 II (a)(c) (d) 

The Board of Selectmen on a roll call vote entered Non-Public Session at 4:32 p.m.  
Present were Selectmen Alice Boucher and Gus Benavides, Town Administrator Evans 
Juris, Assistant Town Administrator Debra Shackett and Administrative Secretary Sandra 
Bailey. 
 
While in Non-Public Session, the Board discussed personnel matters, the acquisition of 
land and pending litigation.  While in Non-Public Session, no action was taken. 
 
The Board exited Non-Public Session at 4:57 p.m. 
 

10.0 Next Meeting – October 24, 2007 at 3:00 p.m. – Regular Meeting  
    

11.0  Adjournment – With no further business before the Board, the Board of Selectmen’s 
October 10, 2007 meeting was adjourned at 4:57 p.m. 

 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Sandra J. Bailey 
      Administrative Secretary 
 
 
 


