
 GILFORD PARKS and RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

      March 30, 2020 

 
        Present: Herb Greene, Peter Allen, Miriam York, and Jim Glover 

                     Those present by phone: Tracey Blandford, Rick Nelson,  

                      Lisa Manz- Buckley, Thom Francoeur, and Dave Smith,  

      

    The meeting was called to order at 5:30. 

 

1. Peter was appointed as a voting member until Jim arrived. 

 

2. Minutes: 

 

The minutes of the March 2, 2020 meeting were approved as written, with Rick 

Nelson, Thom Francoeur, Dave Smith, Peter Allen, and Miriam York all voting in 

favor.  

 

                3.  Program Assistant Update: 

 

There has been one application received and the cut off date for applications is April 

3rd.  Discussion ensued on whether to hold interviews and with the uncertainly about 

time lines for work to begin for a new hire should we even be hiring.  It was agreed 

that we proceed with the understanding that things are indefinite at this time. 

 

                4.  Programs Update: 

 

Herb reviewed the Directors report.   Due to the Corona virus all activities have been 

canceled until further notice.  The Boston Celtics trip has been canceled and refunds 

offered to those who signed up to go. The Francoeur/Babcock tournament was 

successful and raised over $5,500.00 to go toward two scholarships.  The all star 

selection policy drafted by Herb to include the recommendations Thom brought up at 

the last meeting was reviewed and approved as written.  The Easter Egg Hunt and 

Breakfast with Easter Bunny have been canceled for this year.  Herb reported that 

there are still three bob houses on Gilford Beach and are supposed to be removed by 

April 1st. 

 

                5.  Discussion ensued on what to do about the Village Field with the Virus pandemic.  A 

         motion was made by Rick and seconded by Thom – “To close off all facilities at the      

playground equipment, the basketball court, and tennis courts by putting up signs 

stating that they are closed and the reason why, to include keeping the gate closed for 

the time being.  This decision would also extend to the playground equipment and 

basketball court at the Town Beach”.  The motion passed 4-1, with Thom Francoeur, 

Dave Smith, Jim Gover, and Miriam York in favor and Rick Nelson voting  against. 

 

 



                 6.  Cal Ripken requests update: 

 

The dugouts at the Francoeur field have been removed by the DPW and the new 

dugouts will be built as soon as the ground is free of frost and the area is good for the 

supplies to be delivered.   The Board of Selectmen approved a policy stating no dogs 

are allowed in the fenced in portions of the Francoeur Field or the baseball field at 

Stonewall Park.  Although dogs will be allowed in the parking lots at both locations 

and other open areas at the Village Field, the policy allows for fines to be issued to 

anyone not cleaning up after their dogs.  Herb will post necessary signage on the two 

fenced in fields indicating dogs are not allowed. 

 

                7.   Stonewall Park: 

 

The Selectman denied the request for renaming the field at Stonewall Park. 

 

                8.  2020 Budget: 

 

The budget was passed at the town elections. 

 

                 9.  Ice Rink: 

 

The banners are to be removed (one already down) and the money from Covenient 

Care MD will be refunded since the signage did not meet Town Ordinances. 

 

               10.  Gilford Beach: 

 

 Herb said that there were still three bob houses on the beach and they were required to  

           be removed by April 1st. Still advertising for lifeguards even though things are up in  

                      air time wise for opening the beach.  One lifeguard stand was almost completed by the 

           school class and can be finished and installed by the DPW.  The other two stands on  

           the beach are okay for this season. 

 

    11.  Playground Request for Proposals: 

 

Herb gave an overview of the five proposals that were received for the playground 

project at the Gilford Town Beach.  The proposals were discussed.  Rick made a 

motion  - “To recommend accepting the Play and Park proposal from the New 

England Recreation Group”.  Dave seconded the motion.  The motion passed 

unanimously with Rick Nelson, Thom Francoeur, Dave Smith, Jim Glover and 

Miriam York all voting in favor. 

 

              10.  Facility Use Requests: 

 

There were none. 

 

 



    11.  Other Business: 

 

The next meeting is scheduled for  May 4 at 5:30. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm 

 

                     Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

                     Miriam A. York 

                     Secretary 

 

          Enclosure: Director’s report 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Director’s Report for March 30, 2020 
 

Programs 

Our Annual Francoeur/Babcock Basketball Tournament went very well this year.  We had 

great help from the Tournament Committee and additional volunteers and had some great games, 

including two Gilford teams fighting back from the loser’s bracket to win their divisions!  In all, it 

looks like we raised over $5,500.00 for scholarships.  The recent outbreak of the coronavirus has 

brought our programming to a standstill during the second half of the month.  Our Adult Volleyball 

program had just started back up for a couple weeks after school vacation until we had to suspend 

it.  Our Senior Walking program had been seeing good participations until the program was 

stopped.  The two Senior Moment-um Programs we were able to run in the early part of the month 

both had good attendance.  We’re hoping to be able to re-schedule some of the Senior Moment-um 

activities we’ve had to cancel, as we already had great RSVP numbers.  The first program we 

postponed was our Boston Celtics Trip, once the NBA announced they were suspending the season 

for the time being.  We are still awaiting word on whether they are planning to re-schedule our 

game for a later date, in which case our tickets would be valid at that time or whether they will be 

reimbursing us.  We’ve let all our registered participants know that this decision is still up in the air 

and will inform them as soon as we know.  In total, we’ve canceled all programs at a minimum 

through the end of March.  Additionally, any programs that were scheduled to be held at the schools 

(Adult Volleyball, Senior Dessert and Show, Flashlight Egg hunt, etc.) have been canceled through 

April 20th, as the School District is not allowing use of their facilities through at least that date.  We 

will continue to evaluate the situation and make the necessary cancelations moving forward.  The 

numbers for the programs we’ve run the past month are as follows: 

 

- Senior Moment-um Patrick’s Pub Trip – 25 Participants 

- Adult Volleyball – 12-15 Participants each week (canceled from March 17 on) 

- Senior Weekly Walking Program – 3-10 Participants per week (canceled from March 18 

on) 

- Francoeur/Babcock Tournament – 12 Teams with 128 Total Players 

- Senior Moment-um Bingo and Appetizers – 15 Participants 

- Senior Moment-um St. Patty’s Breakfast Buffet –  Canceled  

- Boston Celtics Bus Trip – Postponed Until Further Notice 

- Senior Moment-um Pizza and Game Day –  Canceled 

- Senior Moment-um GHS Dessert and Show – Canceled 

- Senior Moment-um Baseball Day – Canceled 

 

We’re currently in an odd situation as far as planning for upcoming programs, not knowing 

when we’ll be able to resume regular operations.  That said, we’re trying to take an optimistic view 

and plan for the best case scenario.  We already had a number of Senior Moment-um Programs 

scheduled throughout the month of April that we’re hoping we’ll be able to run.  We’re also hopeful 

we’ll be able to partner with the Gilford Youth Center to co-sponsor the Breakfast with the Easter 

Bunny Program.  We are also in the process of planning potential April Vacation activities, which 

might include a Vacation Fun Day and a larger full-day Bus Trip, as well as partnering with the 

Lakes Region Riding Academy to offer a four-day Horsemanship Camp.  Registration has also 

opened for a number of our Summer Camp programs and we hope to have our Spring/Summer 

Brochure out by mid-April at the latest.  We’re also hoping to open registration for our Red Sox 



Bus trip in the near future.  Here is a list of planned programs for the coming month and the dates 

we hope they’ll be able to run: 

 

- Adult Pick-up Volleyball to resume on Tuesday, April 21st  

- Senior Moment-um Lunch at the Union Diner – April 6th   

- Senior Walking resumes on Wednesday mornings starting April 8th  

- Annual Breakfast with the Easter Bunny – April 11th    

- Senior Moment-um Easter Lunch Buffet – April 13th    

- Senior Moment-um Funspot Mini Golf and Lunch at Harts Trip – April 20th  

- April Vacation Fun Day – April 28th   

- April Vacation Bus Trip – April 29th   

- April Vacation Horsemanship Club will run April 27th through April 30th  

 

Facilities 
 The Arthur A. Tilton Gilford Ice Rink officially closed for the season on March 5th.  We are 

awaiting a final decision from the Board of Selectmen regarding what action to take with the 

sponsorship banners at the rink. 

 All Bob Houses are off the ice at the Gilford Town Beach.  The gate will remain open for 

until all Bob Houses have been removed, which should happen no later than April 1st.  We are once 

again working with the Belknap County Sportsman’s Club to ensure all Bob Houses are removed 

from the beach on time. 

 DPW has completed the demolition and removal of the old dugouts at the Francoeur Field.  

Cal Ripken is planning to complete the installation of new dugouts prior to the start of their season. 

 With the early snow melt, the GHS Tennis Teams have already put up the nets and posts on 

the Village Field Tennis Courts. 

 The RFP deadline for new playground equipment at the Gilford Town Beach is March 30th, 

at which time we’ll review all proposals. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Herb Greene, Gilford Parks and Recreation Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


